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Learning
Partnership




International

Citizenship

The role of linking and twinning
International Citizenship made a reality by building friendship and co-operation through linking 

Showing how schools, colleges, youth, community and faith groups, business and local government can all use, create and further develop local international links to their advantage and to the advantage of the community at large 

Friday 10th October  

9.30 – 4.00

University of Bath, Swindon

The Conference and lunch are free 

· Displays of local linking initiatives 

· Keynote speaker 

· Mini presentations from local link organisations

· Thematic workshops

· Networking and help with funding

International Citizenship

The role of linking and twinning
Programme

9.30 -  10.30 
      Registration

coffee/tea whilst viewing displays and making links 

10.30 – 10.35        Mayor opens the conference

10.35  - 10 55  
Keynote address 

Dr. Caroline Jackson Member of European Parliament

10.55 – 11.10
Introduction of International guests

11.10 – 11.15 
Break

11.15 – 12.15 
Short presentations

interesting and inspirational linking ideas from 10 local linking organisations

12.15 – 1.15 
Lunch and viewing displays

  1.15 -   2.15 
First series of workshops

  2.15  -  2.30
Break

  2.30 – 3.30 
Second series of workshops

  3.30 – 3.45 
Final conclusions 

Bruce Clarke, Manager Swindon Learning Partnership

Dave Cox, Chair of Swindon Twinning Network

  3.45 -  4.30
Follow-on networking and planning meetings, as required

This is a free conference and as many delegates as wish to attend are welcome from interested organisations. All delegates must be registered. 

To register, please complete and return the Booking Form enclosed.
BOOKING FORM

To book a place, please complete this form and -

Fax back     01793 466484  or   E-mail mjohn@swindon.gov.uk

Post to: 
Michelle John 


Swindon Learning Partnership 


Premier House


Swindon, SN1 1TZ
Please book me a place on the conference 

(Please complete a separate form for each delegate.)  

	Title:
	

	Name:
	

	Organisation:
	

	Address:


	

	Post code
	

	Tel:
	

	Email
	

	Delegates are asked to bring information about your link to share with others

I will bring my own display boards (
I need a display panel and table  (
I need help with this, contact me   (



Delegates will have a choice of, at least 2 workshops. To enable us to structure the afternoon sessions, please indicate, by numbering 1 to 4, your preferences for the planned workshops.

	How do we prepare young people for international citizenship through informal youth work?
	
	Widening and co-ordinating links between towns – building on existing relationships
	

	How do we prepare young people for international citizenship in formal education?
	
	Commerce and tourism and the role of twinning in providing an awareness of local products and potential for tourism amongst the twins
	

	International collaboration through sports events and exchanges
	
	Trans-national projects – collaboration between local Councils


	

	International collaboration through cultural events and exchanges
	
	
	


Please indicate any of the preferences below: 

(
I require a hearing loop

(
I require a signer/interpreter


(
I will be bringing a guide dog


(
I will be using a wheelchair
· I have special dietary needs, please contact me

Workshops

Each workshop will have someone to act as a facilitator, someone to provide input on the topic and a reporter to record ideas and responses that arise from the discussion.

· How do we prepare young people for international citizenship through informal youth work?

Practitioners and youth and community groups will have the opportunity to learn from and to share experiences with others about successful international educational visits exchanges and networking and funding.  

· How do we prepare young people for international citizenship in formal education?

Many schools and colleges have developed links with European schools to facilitate their curriculum development, which have involved exchanges of staff. Advisory staff to increase the pace of innovation has initiated some of these arrangements. This workshop will show how it is done - the pitfalls and the successes.

· International collaboration through sports events and exchanges

This workshop will discuss the European Year of Education through Sport 2004 and how this can be made a reality through using links and European Community funding. Educational institutions, sporting organisations and public authorities with responsibility for education or sport, are encouraged to work together to the benefit of their communities.

· International collaboration through cultural events and exchanges

This workshop will help the facilitation of contact and exchanges between communities. These sorts of local links can enhance the sense of community and the mutual respect this brings. By creating opportunities for shared experience between peoples of different cultures, the foundations are laid for bridging cultural gaps and improving understanding.

· Widening and co-ordinating links between towns – building on existing relationships

Some links are limited to an exchange between the officials of each town, some to a small, discrete clique of friends but, in the true spirit of the contracts between twinned towns, others have sought wide-ranging linkages, which have built the relationship into a significant part of their community’s calendar. This workshop will show how to support twinning associations in ways recommended by the Local Government International Bureau.

· Commerce and tourism and the role of twinning in providing an awareness of local products and potential for tourism amongst the twins

The potential for exploiting tourism and business-to-business links of twinned towns is very underdeveloped and both these strands could be exploited quite easily by the provision in native languages of basic information and educational material about potential opportunities. 

· Trans-national projects - collaboration between local Councils

These projects operate simultaneously across more than one country and, as each partner develops best practice, the knowledge is shared, opportunities for innovation are promoted and the quality of delivery improved. Accepting that a similarity of characteristics underlies most twinning arrangements, collaboration between twins, and twins of twins, is an obvious source of partnership.
